Chinese New Year Differentiated Product Lesson for Grades K-2

Objectives:
The student will be able to:



1.  Share information in front of the class.



2.  Compose written material with a beginning, middle, and end.



3.  Adhere to assigned criteria.



4.  Use main ideas to create a product.



5.  Demonstrate originality.

Materials:
one copy of the Chinese New Year Information Sheet and Chinese New Year Differentiated Product Sheet per person

Procedure:
1.  Read and discuss the Chinese New Year Information Sheet.  This can be done in a variety of ways, such as individually, with a partner, in a small group, or as a whole class.


2.  Read and discuss the choices for the differentiated product.  Have students work individually or with a small group to complete one.  Have each individual or group share the product with the class.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation

Sources of information:
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/traditional_foods.html
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/taboos.html
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/decorations.html
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/chinese_new_year.html
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/15-day_celebration.html
htpp://www.c-c-c.org/chineseculture/zodiac/zodiac.html

http://www.usemb.se/Holidays/celebrate.chinese.html
Chinese New Year Information Sheet

Gung Hay Fat Chow!  This is the Chinese greeting for Chinese New Year, the most important holiday for Chinese people all over world.  It lasts for fifteen days, and every Chinese person celebrates his/her birthday on New Year no matter what day he/she was actually born on.  Each year is given a sign or animal name.  There are twelve animal signs (rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog, and boar) and the cycle repeats itself every twelve years.  These signs are used to tell people’s ages and their horoscopes.


Before Chinese New Year begins, many preparations are made.  Chinese families decorate their homes with live flowers to symbolize rebirth and new growth.  They display platters of oranges and tangerines and trays with eight types of dried fruit.  They hang poems written on red paper on the walls.  
Chinese people have a lot of traditions that they follow during New Year’s as well.  People clean their houses very well before the New Year.  On New Year’s Eve, people put all of their cleaning equipment away, because they believe that sweeping would cause good fortune to be swept away.  After New Year’s Day, the floors are swept towards the middle of the room, and then the dirt is placed in the corners of the room.  No one touches the dirt until the fifth day, and then it is only taken out of the back door for fear of sweeping away a family member or good family fortune.  During the New Year, no one lends money for fear that they will be lending all year.  No one is allowed to say bad words, and death and ghost stories are never mentioned during this time.  People don’t talk about the past, because everything should be about a new beginning in the New Year.  People also believe that if you cry on New Year’s Day, you will cry throughout the year.  Therefore, children who misbehave are not punished.  On New Year’s Day, people do not wash their hair for fear of washing away good luck.  They wear red because it is a bright and happy color that will bring them a bright future.   

On New Year’s Eve, people set off firecrackers in order to welcome in the New Year and chase away evil spirits.  On the stroke of midnight, every door and window in every house must be open in order to allow the old year to go out.  The first day of Chinese New Year is spent with family.  People eat a banquet and remember those family members who have died.  Many people do not eat meat on this day, because they believe they will have a long and happy life if they don’t.  On the second day, people pray in the temple and are extra kind to dogs, because they believe that the second day of the New Year is the birthday of all dogs.  On the third and fourth days, sons-in-law are respectful to their parents-in-law.  On the fifth day (called Poo Woo), people stay home and do not visit anyone, because they believe it will bring bad luck.  During the sixth through tenth days, people visit family, friends, and temples.  On the seventh day, farmers display their produce and make a drink from seven types of vegetables.  People also eat noodles so that they will have a long life and raw fish so that they will be successful.  On the tenth through twelfth days, family and friends are invited over for dinner.  Because people have eaten so much food by this point, they only eat rice and mustard greens in order to cleanse the system.  On the fourteenth day, people get ready for the Lantern Festival, which is celebrated on the fifteenth night with lantern displays and parades.  

The New Year is celebrated in many ways and even different times by people throughout the world.  Obviously, people in China believe that family and friends are a very important part of their lives.  They believe that everyone begins the New Year with a clean slate.  Perhaps more people around the world should do these things as well.   
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Chinese New Year Differentiated Product Sheet

	Choose an English fairy tale that has a Chinese version and compare and contrast them using a Venn diagram.  Some choices include Cinderella and Yeh-Shen, A Cinderella Story retold by Ai-Ling Louie or Little Red Riding Hood and Lon Po Po by Ed Young.  You should have at least 5 items in each area of the diagram.  

	Many of the foods that Chinese people eat during the New Year are believed to have different meanings.  People eat certain foods to make sure they have rich, happy, lucky, and long lives.  They avoid eating certain foods that they believe will bring them bad luck.  Create a menu of food for the New Year.  Include at least 3 appetizers, 5 entrees, 2 desserts, and 2 drinks.  Next to each, write what eating the food would mean for the customer’s future.  Include a name for your restaurant, illustrations, and prices as well.

	Investigate the New Year traditions of another country.  Create a news broadcast with stories about how people in that country are celebrating the New Year.  You will need to work in a group of four with one anchor and three special reporters broadcasting from different locations.

	Create a New Year boardgame.  It should include shortcuts and pitfalls, rules, at least 25 spaces, and a name.  It should be colored.


Chinese New Year Differentiated Product Lesson for Grades 3-5

Objectives:
The student will be able to:


1.  Compose written material which includes introduction, body, and conclusion.


2.  Develop abilities to express clear and concise thoughts.


3.  Adhere to assigned criteria.


4.  Synthesize essential ideas to create a meaningful product.


5.  Demonstrate originality and elaboration in product design.

Materials:
one copy of the Chinese New Year Information Sheet and Chinese New Year Differentiated Product sheet per person

Procedure:
1.  Read and discuss the Chinese New Year Information Sheet.  This can be done in a variety of ways, such as individually, with a partner, in a small group, or as a whole class.  You could even test students’ comprehension by breaking them up into small groups and playing Boggle with them.  In order to play, time them for a few minutes and allow each group to list as many facts as they can remember about Chinese New Year.  After time is up, allow each group to read their items aloud one-by-one.  If another group has the same item listed, everyone crosses the item off their list.  Groups can earn one point for each original idea they came up with, and the group with the most points wins.


2.  Read and discuss the choices for the differentiated product.  Have students work individually or with a small group to complete one.  Have each individual or group share the product with the class.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation

Sources of Information:

http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/traditional_foods.html
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/taboos.html
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/decorations.html
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/chinese_new_year.html
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/CHINA/15-day_celebration.html
htpp://www.c-c-c.org/chineseculture/zodiac/zodiac.html

http://www.usemb.se/Holidays/celebrate.chinese.html
Chinese New Year Information Sheet

Gung Hay Fat Chow!  This is the Chinese greeting for Chinese New Year, the most important holiday for Chinese people all over world.  It lasts for fifteen days, and every Chinese person celebrates his/her birthday on New Year no matter what day he/she was actually born on.  Each year is given a sign or animal name.  There are twelve animal signs (rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog, and boar) and the cycle repeats itself every twelve years.  These signs are used to tell people’s ages and their horoscopes.


Before Chinese New Year begins, many preparations are made.  Chinese families decorate their homes with live flowers to symbolize rebirth and new growth.  They display platters of oranges and tangerines and trays with eight types of dried fruit.  They hang poems written on red paper on the walls.  

Chinese people have a lot of traditions that they follow during New Year’s as well.  People clean their houses very well before the New Year.  On New Year’s Eve, people put all of their cleaning equipment away, because they believe that sweeping would cause good fortune to be swept away.  After New Year’s Day, the floors are swept towards the middle of the room, and then the dirt is placed in the corners of the room.  No one touches the dirt until the fifth day, and then it is only taken out of the back door for fear of sweeping away a family member or good family fortune.  During the New Year, no one lends money for fear that they will be lending all year.  No one is allowed to say bad words, and death and ghost stories are never mentioned during this time.  People don’t talk about the past, because everything should be about a new beginning in the New Year.  People also believe that if you cry on New Year’s Day, you will cry throughout the year.  Therefore, children who misbehave are not punished.  On New Year’s Day, people do not wash their hair for fear of washing away good luck.  They wear red because it is a bright and happy color that will bring them a bright future.   


On New Year’s Eve, people set off firecrackers in order to welcome in the New Year and chase away evil spirits.  On the stroke of midnight, every door and window in every house must be open in order to allow the old year to go out.  The first day of Chinese New Year is spent with family.  People eat a banquet and remember those family members who have died.  Many people do not eat meat on this day, because they believe they will have a long and happy life if they don’t.  On the second day, people pray in the temple and are extra kind to dogs, because they believe that the second day of the New Year is the birthday of all dogs.  On the third and fourth days, sons-in-law are respectful to their parents-in-law.  On the fifth day (called Poo Woo), people stay home and do not visit anyone, because they believe it will bring bad luck.  During the sixth through tenth days, people visit family, friends, and temples.  On the seventh day, farmers display their produce and make a drink from seven types of vegetables.  People also eat noodles so that they will have a long life and raw fish so that they will be successful.  On the tenth through twelfth days, family and friends are invited over for dinner.  Because people have eaten so much food by this point, they only eat rice and mustard greens in order to cleanse the system.  On the fourteenth day, people get ready for the Lantern Festival, which is celebrated on the fifteenth night with lantern displays and parades.  


The New Year is celebrated in many ways and even different times by people throughout the world.  Obviously, people in China believe that family and friends are a very important part of their lives.  They believe that everyone begins the New Year with a clean slate.  Perhaps more people around the world should do these things as well.   
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Chinese New Year Differentiated Product Sheet

	Choose an English fairy tale that has a Chinese version and compare and contrast them using a Venn diagram.  Some choices include Cinderella and Yeh-Shen, A Cinderella Story retold by Ai-Ling Louie or Little Red Riding Hood and Lon Po Po by Ed Young.  You should have at least 10 items in each area of the diagram.  

	Many of the foods that Chinese people eat during the New Year are believed to have different meanings.  People eat certain foods to make sure they have rich, happy, lucky, and long lives.  They avoid eating certain foods that they believe will bring them bad luck.  Create a menu of food for the New Year.  Include at least 6 appetizers, 10 entrees, 4 desserts, and 4 drinks.  Next to each, write what eating the food would mean for the customer’s future.  Include a name for your restaurant, illustrations, and prices as well.

	Investigate the New Year traditions of another country.  Create a news broadcast with stories about how people in that country are celebrating the New Year.  You will need to work in a group of six with two anchors, a meteorologist, and three special reporters broadcasting from different locations.
	Create a New Year boardgame.  It should include shortcuts and pitfalls, rules, at least 50 spaces, and a name.  It should be colored.


