Research Lesson Grades K-2 (May be geared more towards 2nd grade)

Objectives:
The student will be able to:

1.  Investigate/explore topic chosen by the teacher.

2.  Examine key questions posed by the teacher.

3.  Utilize question to guide research.

4.  Implement a research methodology chosen by the teacher.

5.  Gather, organize, and analyze data using visual organizers, books, reference materials.

6.  Share results through a product chosen by the teacher.

7.  Understand evaluation by the teacher.

Materials:
Research Project Directions Sheet and Research Project Products and Checklist Sheet (1 per student run front to back), biography books on presidents, encyclopedias, arts and crafts materials

Procedure:
1.  In honor of Election Day, pairs or small groups of students can work on a research project about the presidents.  Each group will need to use at least one book and one encyclopedia in their research.  Students should answer the questions about the president they have chosen on their Directions sheet and then choose one of the products to create in order to share their information.  Grade with checklist.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation, Research Project Checklist

Research Project Directions Sheet

Directions: Within a group assigned by your teacher, choose one president to research.  You will need to use at least one book and one encyclopedia for your research.  After you have chosen your president and resources, answer the questions below about your president.  Then, make up two questions of your own to answer.  At the end, write down the names of your resources.  Then choose one product to create.  Be sure to look over the checklist to make sure your project is complete!

1.  What is the full name of your president?  When and where was your president born?

2.  Describe at least one important thing that happened when your president was a child.

3.  What other jobs did your president have before he became president?

4.  Describe at least one important thing that happened while your president was in office.

5.  Write down a question of your own and answer it.

6.  Write down a question of your own and answer it.

7.  What was the name of the encyclopedia you used?  What year was it published?  What did you look up in it?

8.  What was the name of the book you used?  Who was the author?  Who was the publisher?  Where was it published?  What is the copyright data?

Research Project Products

	Using a large piece of paper, draw, color, and cut out a bust (head and shoulders only) of your president.  Glue a pocket on to his chest.  Then make five things that tell something about your president to put inside the pocket.  Present your bust to the class, showing them the five things, and explain why each thing tells about your president.
	Make a timeline with at least 5 events in your president’s life.  For each event, write what happened and the date.  Color all of the pictures.  Make sure your timeline has a title.  Present your timeline to the class.

	Make a costume in order to dress up like your president.  Then write down and present a 1-2 minute speech telling the class about your president.
	Make a board game about your president.  The game should have at least 10 questions about your president and answers.  Your gameboard should have at least 20 spaces and should be colored.  Be sure to write the rules on your gameboard.  Allow people in your class to play your game.


Research Project Checklist

	President Bust

Questions (16 pts.)            _______

Colored bust (3 pts.)          _______

Five items (5 pts.)              _______

Presentation (1 pt.)            _______

Total Points                       _______
	President Timeline

Questions (16 pts.)             ______

Five events with date and explanation (5 pts.)            ______

Colored pictures (2 pts.)      ______

Title (1 pt.)                        ______

Presentation (1 pt.)             ______

Total Points                        ______

	President Speech and Costume

Questions (16 pts.)            ______

Costume (4 pts.)               ______

Speech (5 pts.)                 ______

Total Points                      ______
	President Board Game

Questions (16 pts.)             ______

10 questions and answers 

(5 pts.)                              ______

Colored board with 20 

spaces and rules (4 pts.)      ______

Total Points                        ______




Research Lesson Grades 3-5

Objectives:
The student will be able to:

1.  Investigate/explore topics of interest.

2.  Pose key questions to narrow topic of interest.

3.  Select and implement a research methodology guided by the teacher.

4.  Gather, organize, and analyze data using primary and secondary resources, reference materials, interviews, and electronic media.

5.  Share results through a product.

6.  Evaluate results based on established criteria.

Materials:
Research Project Directions Sheet and Research Project Products and Checklist Sheet (1 per student run front to back), biography books on presidents, encyclopedias, computers with Internet access, arts and crafts materials

Procedure:
1.  In honor of Election Day, individual students can work on a research project about the presidents.  Each group will need to use at least one book, one Internet site, and one encyclopedia in their research.  Students should formulate and answer 8 questions about the president they have chosen on their Directions sheet and then choose one of the products to create in order to share their information.  Grade with checklist.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation, Research Project Checklist

Research Project Directions Sheet

Directions: Individually, choose one president to research.  You will need to use at least one book, one Internet site, and one encyclopedia for your research.  After you have chosen your president and resources, formulate at least 8 questions about your president.  You may want to ask questions about your president’s childhood, presidency, birth, death, or family life.  Then, research and write down the answers to all of your questions.  At the end, write down the names of your resources.  Then choose one product to create.  Be sure to look over the checklist to make sure your project is complete!
1.  

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.  

6. 

7. 

8.  

9.  Internet site:

     Encyclopedia Name, Edition, and Article Title:

     Book Title, Author, Publisher, Place of Publication, and Copyright Date:
Research Project Products

	Using a large piece of paper, draw, color, and cut out a bust (head and shoulders only) of your president.  Glue a pocket on to his chest.  Then make ten things that tell something about your president to put inside the pocket.  Present your bust to the class, showing them the ten things, and explain why each thing tells about your president.
	Make a timeline with at least 10 events in your president’s life.  For each event, write what happened and the date.  Color all of the pictures.  Make sure your timeline has a title.  Present your timeline to the class.

	Make a costume in order to dress up like your president.  Then write down and present a 2-3 minute speech telling the class about your president.
	Make a board game about your president.  The game should have at least 20 questions about your president and answers.  Your gameboard should have at least 30 spaces and should be colored.  Be sure to write the rules on your gameboard.  Allow people in your class to play your game.


Research Project Checklist

	President Bust

Questions (16 pts.)            _______

Colored bust (3 pts.)          _______

Ten items (5 pts.)              _______

Presentation (1 pt.)            _______

Total Points                       _______
	President Timeline

Questions (16 pts.)             ______

Ten events with date and explanation (5 pts.)            ______

Colored pictures (2 pts.)      ______

Title (1 pt.)                        ______

Presentation (1 pt.)             ______

Total Points                        ______

	President Speech and Costume

Questions (16 pts.)            ______

Costume (4 pts.)               ______

Speech (5 pts.)                 ______

Total Points                      ______
	President Board Game

Questions (16 pts.)             ______

20 questions and answers 

(5 pts.)                              ______

Colored board with 30 

spaces and rules (4 pts.)      ______

Total Points                        ______




