School Attribute Listing Lesson for Grades K-2

Objectives:  The student will be able to:


1.  Summarize a large quantity of information and develop generalizations by classifying and categorizing information.

2.  Make decisions based upon established criteria.

3.  Share information in front of the class.

Materials:
blank attribute listing chart on chart paper or overhead transparency, one copy of School Attribute Listing Lesson Products per student

Procedure:  
1.  Open up a class discussion about school.  What kinds of things can a person find in a school?  What kinds of people work in a school?  What is the purpose of school?  What things about school do they like?  What things about school would they like to change?  What problems exist in schools today?  Ask them to keep in mind things that they have experienced themselves, things that older people that they know have told them about, as well as things they have heard on the news.

2. Introduce the attribute listing chart.  Go over the meanings of the following words: category (dividing things up into things that are alike and giving them a name), attribute (a word that describes something and tells about it), improvement (making something better), positive (something good), and negative (something bad).

3.  Present the problem “How might we improve school in our country?”  Guide the students and complete the attribute listing chart together.  For example, a category may be student behavior.  An attribute may be that some students are disruptive in class.  An idea for improvement may be to have the disruptive students stay in detention after school.  A positive would be that students would be punished by missing after-school activities and free time while making up the work they missed.  A negative would be that an adult would have to stay after school to supervise these students.

4.  Have the students choose a product to create and present it to the class.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation

Sources of Information:

Ryser, Gail and Kathleen McConnell.  Practical Ideas that Really Work for 


Students Who Are Gifted.  PRO-ED, Inc.: Texas (2003)



Problem:  How might we improve schools in our country?

	Category
	Attribute
	Ideas for Improvement
	Positive/Negative

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


School Attribute Listing Lesson Products

	Working with a partner, choose one of the ideas for improvement listed on the Attribute Listing chart.  Each person should prepare a one minute speech, one in favor of putting the idea into action and the other not in favor of it.  Make the speeches in front of the class and allow students to vote in favor of it or against it.

	Choose one of the ideas for improvement from the Attribute Listing chart and create an advertisement (commercial, flyer, etc.) to convince people to be in favor of it.  Your advertisement should include a slogan and at least 3 reasons why it is a good idea.


	Investigate what school is like in another country.  Find at least 3 characteristics about their schools that could be used to improve our schools.  Write each fact on an index card along with the reason why it would be good for our schools and an illustration.
	Create a bulletin board with ideas for improving Creek View.  Make sure you have at least 5 ideas on the bulletin board attractively displayed.


School Attribute Listing Lesson for Grades 3-5

Objectives:  The student will be able to:


1.  Develop individual questions to discover new knowledge.

2.  Engage in critical writing and discussion.

3.  Apply new knowledge to make inferences and draw conclusions.

4.  Use deductive and inductive reasoning.

5.  Organize presentation.

6.  Stay on topic.

7.  Use effective illustrations.

8.  Adhere to assigned criteria.

9.  Synthesize essential ideas to create a meaningful product.

10.  Demonstrate originality and elaboration in product design.

Materials:
overhead transparency of blank Attribute Listing chart, one copy of blank Attribute Listing chart per student, one copy of School Attribute Listing Lesson Products per student

Procedure:  
1.  Open up a class discussion about school.  What kinds of things can a person find in a school?  What kinds of people work in a school?  What is the purpose of school?  What things about school do they like?  What things about school would they like to change?  What problems exist in schools today?  Ask them to keep in mind things that they have experienced themselves, things that older people that they know have told them about, as well as things they have heard on the news.
2. Introduce the attribute listing chart.  Go over the meanings of the following words: category (dividing things up into things that are alike and giving them a name), attribute (a word that describes something and tells about it), improvement (making something better), positive (something good), and negative (something bad).

3.  Present the problem “How might we improve schools in our country?”  Guide the students in completing one row of the attribute listing chart together using the overhead transparency.  For example, a category may be student behavior.  An attribute may be that some students are disruptive in class.  An idea for improvement may be to have the disruptive students stay in detention after school.  A positive would be that students would be punished by missing after-school activities and free time while making up the work they missed.  A negative would be that an adult would have to stay after school to supervise these students.  Have the students complete the rest of the chart in small groups using their handouts.

4.  Have the students choose a product to create and present it to the class.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation

Sources of Information:

Ryser, Gail and Kathleen McConnell.  Practical Ideas that Really Work for 


Students Who Are Gifted.  PRO-ED, Inc.: Texas (2003)



Problem:  How might we improve schools in our country?
	Category
	Attribute
	Ideas for Improvement
	Positive/Negative

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


School Attribute Listing Lesson Products

	Working with a partner, choose one of the ideas for improvement listed on the Attribute Listing chart.  Each person should prepare a two minute speech, one in favor of putting the idea into action and the other not in favor of it.  Make the speeches in front of the class.  Then each person should speak for minute in order to rebut the other person’s speech.  Allow students to vote in favor of it or against it.

	Choose one of the ideas for improvement from the Attribute Listing chart and create an advertisement (commercial, flyer, etc.) to convince people to be in favor of it.  Your advertisement should include a slogan and at least 5 reasons why it is a good idea.


	Investigate what school is like in 3 other countries.  Find at least 3 characteristics about each country’s school system that could be used to improve our schools.  Prepare an index card for each country with the 3 facts, the reason why it would be good for our schools, and an illustration.
	Create a bulletin board with ideas for improving Creek View.  Make sure you have at least 10 ideas on the bulletin board attractively displayed.


